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Thank you for the opportunity to testify on behalf of Assembly Bill 799 (AB 799), which
prohibits pedestrians from entering or crossing railroad tracks, except at a legal railroad
crossing.

Across the nation, an average of 400 people die every year walking on and across railroad
tracks, and nearly as many are severely injured. The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
has called this, "the leading cause of rail-related fatalities in America." Every year since
1997, more people have died walking on railroad tracks than in vehicles struck by trains at
railroad crossings. According to FRA data, three people are killed this way every year on
average in Wisconsin.

These tragic events can be avoided. Due to the prevalence of these incidents, there has been
a national push in recent years to take more aggressive action toward keeping pedestrians off
of railroad tracks. At least 25 states and the District of Columbia have enacted legislation to
restrict pedestrian access to railroad tracks.

Here in Wisconsin, Senator Petrowski and I have worked with the railroad employees of the
SMART-Transportation Division, who often share in the grief caused by these awful
accidents, to put forward a proposal to attempt to prevent unnecessary deaths at railroad
crossings.

AB 799 expands on our current railroad trespassing law to specifically prohibit pedestrians
from entering or crossing railroad tracks, except at a legal railroad crossing. It also increases
the existing penalty for a bicycle improperly crossing railroad tracks to bring it in line with
this new provision. In addition, it requires fines for automobiles improperly crossing railroad
tracks to be tripled for a repeat offense of existing laws related to that offense.

Enacting and enforcing these new provisions, in conjunction with appropriate signage and

citizen education, can go a long way in preventing these horrific occurrences on Wisconsin’s
3,600 miles of railroad tracks.
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Chairman Ripp and members of the Assembly Committee on Transportation; thank you for
holding a public heating on Assembly Bill 799, which will make our railroad crossings safer and
prevent future accidents.

Actoss the nation, an average of 400 people die every year walking on and across railroad tracks,
and neatly as many are sevetely injuted. The Federal Railroad Administration has called this
"the leading cause of rail-related fatalities in America." Every year since 1997, more people have
died walking on railroad tracks than in vehicles struck by trains at railroad crossings. An average
of three people are killed this way every year in our state according to FRA data.

These tragic events can be avoided. Due to the prevalence of these events, there has been a
push nationally in recent years to enact and expand these laws with versions in at least 25 states
and the District of Columbia. My office worked with the railroad employees of the SMART-
Transportation Division, who often share in the grief caused by these awful accidents, to craft a
proposal to attempt to ptevent unnecessary deaths at railroad crossings. I want to thank
Representatives Ott and Zepnick and Senators Petrowski and Hansen for their efforts to
advance this proposal.

"This bill expands on our railroad trespassing law to prohibit unsafe pedestrian railroad
crossings. It also increases the existing penalty for a bicycle impropetly crossing railroad tracks
to bring it in line with this new provision. In addition, it requires fines for automobiles
improperly crossing railroad tracks to be tripled for a repeat offense of existing laws related to
that offense.

Enacting and enforcing these new provisions in conjunction with appropriate signage and
citizen education can go a long way in preventing these horrific occurrences.

Thank you for your time today and I would appreciate your support when Assembly Bill 799
comes for a vote before this committee.

State Capitol, P.O. Box 8952, Madison, W1 53708 e (608) 266-5504 e Toll-Free: (888) 534-0064
64th Assembly District e rep.barca@legis.wi.gov e http://barca.assembly.wi.gov
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Good Afternoon,

My name is Christopher Tassone and | am a Conductor for the Canadian National
Railway in Neenah. | service various warehouses, paper mills and industries in
the very busy Fox Valley.

All too often we are witness to and can only sit idly by as children, teens and
adults of all ages risk their lives by challenging our oncoming train. Whether
they are playing “chicken”, attempting suicide or just simply in a hurry, we as
train crews are now involved in that situation. We can only give so much
warning. From our blaring whistle and ringing bell to the stop signs, flashing
lights and gated crossings; at some point, the person who is looking to cross the
tracks has to make the decision. Do | or don’t I. People need to know that they
are breaking the law by ignoring the warnings of an approaching train.

A “near miss” or a more fitting term, a “near hit”, can be as devastating to a
crew and to witnesses as a casualty.

Our local police departments are not staffed to deal with every reported
trespasser nor do they know all the service road’s and route’s on private railroad
property. Railroad police and NO TRESPASSING signs are inadequate. For
example, the CN Property has signage everywhere warning the public not to
trespass but has only 1 CN Police Agent for the entire State of Wisconsin.

This Bill will provide law enforcement with a tool to help keep crossings safe and
hopefully deter pedestrians from risking their lives and affecting the lives of so
many others.

Train-pedestrian incidents are one of the most devastating and fatal events on
the railroad. Whistle free or “quiet zones” are pleasant to the ears but scary as
hell to a train crew. Yes, we have the ability to blow the whistle when there isa
close call and gated crossings are a necessity in these zones but there is no
deterrent to pedestrians. Gates and specially placed medians have helped
control the most determined motorist but there is nothing to stop a pedestrian.

The speed of a moving train is nearly impossible to judge. You don’t know really
how fast they are moving until it is literally in front of you. Pedestrians will often

misjudge the train’s speed and proximity to the crossing and therefore put
themselves in a deadly situation.
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Atrain crew has few tools to prevent a crossing incident. Swerving or coming to
an abrupt stop is not an option. The traffic warning devices, posted signage, and
train whistle offer the only warning. The pedestrian has to act responsibly to
these warnings. If chances continue to be taken and unsafe decisions continue
to be made and law enforcement can't enforce the law and deter this behavior,
casualties will continue to occur.

This Bill will provide law enforcement with a tool to help keep crossings safe and
hopefully deter pedestrians from risking their lives and affecting the lives of so
many others.

| ask for your support in the passage of Assembly Bill 799. With this tool, we can
help achieve 0 injuries and 0 fatalities to pedestrian’s around railroad property
and crossings in Wisconsin.

Thank you.
Christopher Tassone
Appleton, WI

LITHO IN USA
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Testimony for Public Hearing

A.B. 799 (Committee on Transportation)
An Act relating to: pedestrians crossing railroad tracks and penalties for violations relating to
railroad crossings and providing a penaity.

February 25, 2014

Craig C. Peachy
7 N. Pinckney Street, Suite LL-25

Madison, WI 53703-4208

I'would like to thank this committee for the opportunity to testify on AB 799.

My name is Craig Peachy. | am a railroad conductor on the CN railroad, with 25 years'
experience. | am also the State Legislative Director for the "Sheet Metal Air Rail Transportation
Union". (SMART). | am here in support of A. B. 799. | urge you to pass this important legisiation.

A.B. 799 addresses public safety at railroad crossings and will indeed save citizens lives and at the
same time will help educate the public when crossing railroad tracks.

I would like to take this opportunity to speak on behalf of our members and all railroad employees that
must deal with railroad crossing fatalities.

Engineers and Conductors involved in these types of casualties may suffer from a variety of
emotional and physical injuries, including spinal injuries, head injuries and Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD). The reality is, when an impact with a semi, car or pedestrian occurs;
the crew is confronted with an enormous rush of adrenaline that relates to both the fear for
their own life and the life of the occupants of the vehicle or a pedestrian. In many cases, the
train crew can see the faces of the families and individuals that are being struck and killed.

LIPS
LiTHO IN US.
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The person will narmally look up just before the impact occurs. After the incident occurs, the
conducter will usually feave the cab to locate the victim for the police and ambulance. Much like
the initial impact of the accident, when the victim is found, it will burn an indelible memory into
our hearts and minds forever. Often times, it will result in permanent injury including PTSD type
problems.

The injuries associated with PTSD are profound and often times very similar to mild traumatic
brain injuries. It may include anxiety and depression on top of very confusing mental processing,
lack of focus, memory issues, and sleep interruption. These in turn can impact family
relationships with spouses and children who don't really understand what has happened. The
fact of the matter is that there is an organic and physical change in the brain that impacts the
ability of the person to control their fear response to various circumstances. This leads to the
person feeling out of control, anxious and in turn depressed about what has happened to them
and the other person that was killed or injured.

I would like to tell you about some of my own personal experiences.

In my 25 years working on the railroad, | have been involved in four of these accidents. Two of
those accidents involved pedestrians and the other two involved vehicles. One of the
pedestrians our train hit was wearing a radio-head phone and walked in front of our moving
train. | found the young adult still alive. | remember calling on my hand radio to the engineer to
call for help and at the same time halding the victim down to keep him from further injuring
himself and until the ambulance arrived. The victim had a very bad head injury and to this day |
am not sure if he survived.

The other three casualties | was involved with, all the victims were all deceased upon my arrival,

As you can imagine, each casualty had its own painful story and a picture that was burned into my
memory. The railroad | work for, does not offer any training on these types of casualties nor do
they train employees of the dangers of Bio-matter or Blood-borne Pathogens that are often
evident at the scene. In fact, the railroad | work for has refused to have the equipment involved
sanitized at the scene. This has caused concern for our member’s health and well-being.
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I have also been involved with many "ciose calls" in my railroad carrier. A close call can be just
as physically or mentally damaging to the person as an incident involving a fatality.

As an example, several years ago, on a snowy day, | was on a train leaving Fond Du Lac WI and
headed to Chicago. About half way to Chicago our train came within inches of hitting two men
standing in the middle of the railroad track. The two men were railroad employees using a leaf
blower to blow snow and ice from the switches. The noise from the leaf blower prevented them
from hearing the trains whistle. The next day | was not feeling well and had some pain on one
side of my upper body. My wife talked me into going to see the doctor. After an examination by
the doctor, he asked if | had been through any traumatic experience or if | had been under any
unusual pressure. I shared with the doctor my stary from the previous day. He then informed
me that 1 had red spots on one side of my upper body and that | had come down with a
severe case of shingles. | had never had shingles and was unable to work for 2 months due to
the pain.

Unfortunately, most of the train crew members suffer through these types of experiences
alone. Fortunately, some railroads are now offering workers counseling and paid time off
depending upon the railroad.

I wanted to share my story with everyone here today and respectfully request that you support
A.B. 799. I have also included in my handout a file with FRA statistics on train fatalities and injuries.

Thank you for your time and consideration, 1 would be happy to try and answer any questions you
may have.

Sincerely,

Craig C. Peachy



PRELIMINARY
REGION 4 HIGHWAY-RAIL STATISTICS

January — November 2013 January — November 2012
(Preliminary) (Preliminary)
Hwy Rail Hwy Rail | HwyRail— . Hwy Rail Hwy Rail | Hwy Rail
State Collisions Fatalities Injuries 1 i il 4..mm_u.m.mm Collisions Fatalities Injuries .ﬂ..nmv.umm ‘_._...m_um.mm
Fatality | Injuries Fatality | Injuries
Pub | Pvt | Pub | Pvi Pub | Pvt Pub | Pvt | Pub | Pvt | Pub | Pvt
Illinois 84 20 12 2 27 3 27 24 88 16 17 0 37 1 I3 18
Indiana 77 6 16 0 30 | 19 18 94 3 9 | 29 0 10 6
Mich. 43 8 2 0 17 4 6 2 33 3 1 0 34 0 11 6
Minn 37 6 4 0 12 3 5 5 21 7 7 0 6 1 8 6
Wisc 48 5 2 0 20 0 4 3 32 6 3 0 11 1 1 i
R. 4
289 45 36 2 106 Il 61 32 268 35 37 ] 117 3 43 38
Total
ﬂﬁw_.. 1606 | 264 | 206 | 22 | 750 | 104 | 462 308 | 1539 | 250 [ 177 | 30 | 753 | 126 | 397 388
Prepared by;

R. Meyer, Crossing Manager
Region 4 Federal Railroad Administration




REGION - 4

JANUARY - NOVEMBER

2013 -2012
COMPARISION
Siite Hwy/Rail Collisions Hwy/Rail Fatalities Hwy/Rail  Injuries Trespass
Mol Public Private Publie Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 88 16 17 0 37 1 13 18
2013 84 20 12 2 27 3 27 24
% Change | -4,55% 25.00% -290.41% 200.00% -27.03% 200.00% 107.69% 33.33%
’ Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
tcsn Public Private Public Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 94 g 9 1 29 0 10 6
2013 77 6 16 0 30 1 19 18
& Change -18.09% | 100.00% 77.78% | -100.00% 345% 100.00% 90.00% | 200.00%
Michiean Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
= Public Private Public Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 33 3 1 0 34 0 11 6
2013 43 8 2 0 17 4 6 2
% Change 30.30% 166.67% 100.00% 0.00% -50.00% 400.00% -45.45% -66.67%
— Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
Public Private Public Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 21 7 7 0 6 1 8 6
2013 37 6 4 0 12 3 5 5
% change 76.19% -14.29% -42.86% 0.00% 100.00% 200.00% -37.50% -16.67%
Wisconsin Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
Public Private Public Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 32 6 3 0 11 1 l 2
2013 48 3 2 0 20 0 4 3
% Change 50.00% -16.67% -33.33% 0.00% 81.82% -100.00% 300.00% 50.00%
R-4 Total Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
Public Private Public Private Public Private Fatality Injuries
2012 268 35 37 1 117 3 43 38
2013 289 45 36 2 106 11 61 52
% Change 7.84% 28.57% -2.70% 100.00% -9.40% 266.67% 41.86% 36.84%
National Collisions Fatalities Injuries Trespass
Total Public Private Public Private Public | Private Fatality Injuries
2012 1539 259 177 30 753 126 397 388
2013 1606 264 206 22 750 104 462 398
% Change 4.35% 1.93% 16.38% -26.67% -0.40% -17.46% 16.37% 2.58%
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Federal Railroad Administration Office of Safety Analysis

JRESPASSER CASUALTIES (DEATHS AND INJURIES) (BY CALENDAR YEAR, Jan-Dec)
(EXCLUDES HIGHWAY-RAIL INCIDENTS)

Selections: Railroad - All Railroads
State - All States County - All Counties
All Regions
All Casualties
Calendar Year - 2013
End Month of Report - October
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CASUALTIES (DEATHS AND INJURIES) (BY CALENDAR YEAR, Jan-Dec)

(EXCLUDES HIGHWAY-RAIL INCIDENTS)

Selections: Railroad - All Railroads
State - All States County - All Counties
All Regions
All Casuaities
Calendar Year - 2013

End Month of Repe

- October _

3,245

100.0

185 185
18,4/

18.4

3450

100.0

149

138
12,0

98

115, 88 i0

829 777
150 161
142 133

138 121
169;

136

e
151
153

80/ -14.3
19.0] 27.1] 12.5

1.3, 8

104

127°

146

29.6/ 11.4] 404

131 1 80

107

-27.5 -17.4/ 33.8

=

82

15}

_ 961

18.2( -11.8

87 50l -21.1

28!

-33.3 -23.1! 180.0

400 -25.0 10.0

5.3

125 -50.0

i ]

6 1333 40.0
al
2 143 7000, -75.0

i | |
2! -40.0. -50.0| -33.3

50.0 12.5 .
—

200.0/ 200.0/ -50.0




|

250 500 333

333 -50.0

. -23.0

W

31000 . 500







TRESPASSER CASUALTIES (DEATHS AND INJURIES) (BY CALENDAR YEAR, Jan-Dec)
{EXCLUDES HIGHWAY-RAIL INCIDENTS)

Selections: Railroad - Al Railroads
State - All States County - All Counties
All Regions
All Casualties
Calendar Year - 2013
Report - October

=5
- -50.0 y
6 -61.5 -286 50.0
28 640 64.0 -24.3
81 -143 98 13
6 103 34 103

| 328 10.1
302 9.3
e P
2500 7.7




0 100 320 20.7|
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TRESPASSER CASUALTIES (DEATHS AND INJURIES) (8Y CALENDAR YEAR, Jan-Dec)
(EXCLUDES HIGHWAY-RAIL INCIDENTS)

Selections: Railroad - Al Railroads
State - All States County - All Counties

All Regions
All Casualties

Calendar Year - 2013
___End Month of R O - October
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